
Steps for success: 

 
 Week 1 to 3 — Keep the lawn surface moist (light daily watering between 1-3 times a day may be 

necessary.) 

 Week 4 to 6 —  Water more thoroughly but less often 2 to 3 times per week 

 Try to avoid watering in the evening, unless your work schedule makes it absolutely necessary. 

 Mowing — Begin mowing the lawn as soon as it needs mowing.  Bag clipping if possible for best 
results on a new lawn.  Cleaning the underside of the mower often to prevent clogging may be nec-
essary as newly seeded lawns are usually more moist. 

 Straw/Peat Moss— Leave  straw on the lawn surface provided it isn’t thick enough to smother young 
seedlings. 

 Leaves —  Clear lawn of leaves in the fall as they can prevent sunlight, water and air from getting to 
young seedlings and suffocate them. 

After planting, watering becomes the most important step to your lawns success.   Your lawn seed has 
been placed near the surface to allow it to germinate properly.  That germination process depends also 
on making sure that once the process of germination begins the new seedling has an ample amount of 
moisture at all times.  The soil can dry out very quickly on sunny and windy days so watering more often 
those days may be necessary especially during the first 3 weeks.  Areas that you may need to check 
more often include:  Areas in full sun, lawn edges, curb areas, and slopes as they have more wind expo-
sure and drainage is more rapid.  If in doubt “Water”! 

Morning, before sunrise,  is always the best time of day to water because less water is lost to evapora-
tion.  If your schedule does not always allow, it is better to water anytime during the day than to skip a 
day because you couldn’t get it watered early.  Late evening is best avoided because turfs watered late 
allow the ground to stay moist and fungus diseases thrive best in those environments.  Fungi can wipe 
out large areas of lawn overnight if they have the right environment. 
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